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We meet at the North Port Public Library, 13800 Tamiami Trail at 6:30 PM in the Veranda Room (back room).  Our September 8 

speaker will be via Zoom and October 13 will be in-person.  We will meet for dinner prior to the meetings at Alvaro’s Family 

Restaurant (14512 Tamiami Trl, North Port, FL 34287) at 4:30 PM.  For September & October Zoom Access go to: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81884875930?pwd=Uo8bub82gLYHYUtg4tM52n6dI6ab8W.1 
Meeting ID: 818 8487 5930 Passcode: 472140   

 

 

CALUSA, CANOES, AND COORDINATING CONFLICT IN  

CONTACT-ERA FLORIDA, TOPIC OF SEPTEMBER 8 

MEETING BY DR. PETER FERDINANDO 
 

Florida’s Native Americans have a long history with 

watercraft, with their dugout canoe use going back at least 

6,000 years. Contact-era accounts from the 1500s to the early 

1700s further reveal the inter-connected nature of the 

peninsula, with the regionally influential Calusa and their allies 

ranging hundreds of kilometers in canoes around and across 

Florida.  They used canoes to establish and maintain alliances 

with other Indigenous groups and Europeans, for gift-giving and 

making exchanges, and crucially to wage war.  From the 

Calusa sending “eighty canoes bulwarked with shields” to 

attack Juan Ponce de León in 1513 to them leading “more than 

three hundred canoes” to attack Spanish-aligned Mocoço  

villages in Tampa Bay in 1614, their ability to marshal and 

project force is particularly telling. (Cont. p. 2, CALUSA) 
 

 

 

 September 8 speaker, Dr. Peter Ferdinando 

DANCING WITH FLORIDA ARCHAEOLOGY, TOPIC OF 

OCTOBER 13 MEETING BY JOHN McCARTHY 
 

This illustrated program will provide a view of Florida 

Archaeology through the lens of a local native who has spent a 

lifetime being intrigued with Florida and its amazing history.  In  

addition to some personal stories, this program will feature 

examples of how archaeological sites were discovered and 

described, going back to the 1870s in Sarasota County.  The 

program will also share some of the latest improvements and 

upcoming activities at the Historic Spanish Point Campus of 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. 

John McCarthy is passionate about Florida ecology and 

history.  A skilled storyteller, John is well-known for his 

encyclopedic knowledge of the Sarasota region, which he 

shares through presentations, tours, and publications.  John is  

a native Floridian and has lived in Sarasota since 1968.  He 

attended Pine View School and received his B.S. from Goshen  
 

 

October 13 speaker, John McCarthy 
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College, Indiana. 

John worked with Sarasota County Government for 32 

years; as an Environmental Specialist, County Historian, and 

Director of Parks and Recreation.  He joined the Marie Selby 

Botanical Gardens team in 2020, when the organization 

adopted the HIstoric Spanish Point Campus.  John’s work in 

the community has been recognized in several awards, 

including Hero of History (Historical Society of Sarasota 

County), Partner of the Year (Junior League of Sarasota), and 

Champion of Architecture (Gulf Coast Chapter AIA).  He is 

married and lives in Sarasota. 
 

CALUSA…. [continued from page 1]. 

The Calusan leadership’s coordination of such conflicts 

demonstrates their capacity to organize large-scale collective 

action across their allied communities. 

Peter J. Ferdinando is an Associate Teaching Professor 

and Director of Public History in the Department of History at 

the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  He earned his 

Ph.D. in History from Florida International University and an 

M.A. in Anthropology from Florida Atlantic University.  This dual 

focus on the historical and archaeological records serves 

Peter’s interests in erasing the pre-/post-contact boundary in 

telling Indigenous American history.  His current book project, 

“Rich from the Sea”: Indigenous Wrecking and Maritime Trade 

in the Atlantic World, examines how Florida’s coastal Native 

Americans adapted their existing maritime skills as an effective 

strategy to exploit the Spanish, French, English, and Dutch 

vessels which were dashed on the rocks and reefs of Florida’s 

east coast from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries. 
 

MARCH 10 PRESENTATION BY DR. NANCY MARIE WHITE 

ON “THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE APALACHICOLA- 

LOWER CHATTAHOOCHEE VALLEY” 

University of South Florida professor Dr. Nancy White 

graciously agreed to be our speaker for our March 10 meeting.  

Her presentation discussed her extensive archaeological 

research conducted over more than 20 years, which has led to 

a revised settlement pattern for the Apalachicola-Lower 

Chattahoochee Valley.   
 

 

Dr. Nancy Marie White receives our world-famous T-shirt from 

WMS/LSSAS board member Steve Koski. 

Among other discoveries, this research revealed evidence of a 

dense area of occupation during the Paleoindian period (ca. 

18,000 to 8.000 BC), along the Chipola River all the way to the 

coast.  She discussed the different periods through time, how 

people living in the river valley adapted to a changing climate, 

and the cultural changes which were instigated by the 

introduction of Spanish and Creek influences on the Indigenous 

population.   

She has written a synthesis of all the data they have 

obtained during their surveys of the Apalachicola (in 2 vols.), 

called, Apalachicola Valley Archaeology: Prehistory Through 

the Middle Woodland Period.  This was a fascinating subject 

and we truly appreciate Dr. White coming down to speak to us! 

 

APRIL 14 PRESENTATION BY ELISABETH JIMENEZ ON 

“PRESERVING YOUR FAMILY TREASURES AT HOME” 

Elisabeth Jimenez, Archivist of the Sarasota County 

History Center, spoke to our society in April.  She discussed 

numerous ways to protect and care for family archives, papers, 

albums, photographs, and mementos.  She recommended not 

to use tape or store-bought portfolios, as they contribute to the 

degradation of old paper due to the chemicals in the plastic.  

She recommended using acid-free paper, of archival quality, 

which is chemically-stable, and she provided other helpful tips.  

Folding of the paper can create weakened areas and 

repeated opening can cause tears in these weakened areas, 

potentially leading to loss of part of the document.  Digitize your 

important documents, but handle with care.  Paper should only 

be touched with clean, dry hands, not gloves, as they can catch 

on and tear the paper.  Photographs should be handled with 

nitrile gloves unless they are already inside archival sleeves.  

Many thanks to Elisabeth for her informative talk! 
 

 

Elisabeth Jimenez discusses conservation of personal  

archives at the April 14 meeting. 
 

MAY 12 PRESENTATION BY DR. EVAN BENNETT ON 

“TAMPA BAY: THE STORY OF AN ESTUARY AND ITS 

PEOPLE” 

In May, to close out our 2025-2026 WMS/LSSAS speaker 

series, Dr. Evan Bennett gave us an interesting presentation on 

the history of Tampa Bay.   He discussed the geological 

formation of the bay itself, its archaeological history, how the 

landscape changed after contact was made with Europeans, 
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and the changes later influenced by industrial and residential 

development.  One focus was regarding the challenges posed 

to the estuary by dredge and fill operations, and the ecological 

damage resulting from phosphate mining and large-scale 

agriculture’s fertilizer run-off.  The latter led to the outbreaks of 

blue-green algae, which decimated the ecosystem of Tampa 

Bay during the 20th century.  

He also discussed the successful efforts at habitat 

restoration by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program.  This 

organization, established in the 1990s, restored sea grass 

beds, leading to improved water quality.  They were made 

successful due to policy changes at the governmental level and 

through collaborative community effort.  We sincerely thank Dr. 

Bennett for coming to speak to us. 
 

  

WMS/LSSAS Treasurer Tim Costin, presents Dr. Evan Bennett with 

our world-famous T-shirt. 
 

THE 2026 78TH ANNUAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE OF 

THE FLORIDA ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY (FAS) WAS 

HELD IN PUNTA GORDA MAY 8-10! 

The 78th Annual Meeting and Conference of the Florida  

Anthropological Society was held in historic downtown Punta 

Gorda, May 8-10, 2026, and was hosted by the WMS/LSSAS.   

As a Chapter of FAS, this was the second time the 

WMS/LSSAS has hosted the state-wide annual meeting, the 

first being in 2014.  While we got a late start, things turned out 

well with over 150 attendees, 34 paper presentations, and nine 

poster presentations.  The main event was held Saturday, May 

9, at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference Center.   

The Friday night reception was hosted by the Florida 

Anthropological Council (FAC) and held at the Four Points 

Sheraton Harborside Garden Tiki Hut, situated on the Peace 

River.   

FAC holds their Stewards of Heritage Awards at the FAS 

reception every other year.  This year, one of the three awards 

was given jointly to Sarasota County Division of Historical 

Resources Manager Joshua Goodman, Assistant Manager 

Leah Lapszynski and History Center staff; Elisabeth Jimenez, 

Archivist (and our April 2026 speaker); Meg Lepak, Program 

and Outreach Specialist; Clay Bush, County Archaeologist; and 

Nicholas Dietz, Historic Preservation Specialist. The award 

highlighted their expansive programing, the public availability of 

County archives, and their historic preservation initiatives.  

For more information about their efforts, visit: 

http://sarasotacountyhistory.org 
 

 

FAC board member April Watson (left) presents one of three 

Stewards of Heritage Award to the Division of Historical Resources 

(SCDHR) Manager Joshua Goodman and staff.  Also present to 

accept the award were Sarasota County Archaeologist Clay Bush, 

SCDHR Assistant Manager Leah Lapszynski, and Department of 

Libraries and Historical Resources Manager Jennifer Perry.  Those 

not present to receive the award were Archivist Elisabeth Jimenez, 

Meg Lepak, Nicholas Dietz, and Director of Libraries and  

Historical Resources Renee DiPilato 
 

WMS/LSSAS historical artisan Roger Hostetler was one 

of the vendors at the Saturday’s event, with a display of lithic 

points, bone-handled knives, baskets, and other hand-crafted 

items.   He also donated a bone-handled knife for the FAS 

Student Paper Award.  We greatly appreciate his participation 

and his display was really impressive!   
 

 

WMS/LSSAS member Roger Hostetler (right) discusses his 

craftsmanship with Palm Beach County archaeologists Nydia 

Ponton-Nigaglioni (left) and Ashley Gibson (center) at FAS 2026, 

Punta Gorda. 
 

The Saturday conference, held from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, 

had informative papers and posters by anthropology students 

and professors, independent researchers, archaeologists 

working in cultural resource management, and avocational 
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archaeologists.  They were presented in three concurrent 

sessions, which were all extremely interesting and educational. 

WMS/LSSAS President Michelle Calhoun presented a 

podium paper titled, “A Review of Two New Sites in Indian 

Beach, Sarasota, Florida.”  To see a color copy of the FAS 

program, go to www.FASweb.org, and click “Annual Meeting.”  

The WMS/LSSAS gave two student travel grants of $250 

each to first-time student presenters who offered a podium 

paper or poster presentation.  One of the two award winners, 

both from University of West Florida (UWF), was Isabella 

Santilli, with her poster presentation titled, “XRF Analysis of 

Puebla Blue on White Majolica from West Florida Presidios.”  

This was an interesting ceramic assemblage.   
 

 

UWF student Isabella Santilli, one of two recipients of the 

WMS/LSSAS Student Travel Grant. 
 

Ana Lee received the second award, with her poster, “The 

Long Shadow of History: A Historical Review of Trauma and 

Healing of Indigenous Peoples.” 
 

 

UWF student Ana Lee, one of two recipients of the  

WMS/LSSAS Student Travel Grant. 
 

The Saturday night banquet and FAS awards ceremony 

was held at Laishley’s Crab House, where notable South 

Florida Archaeologist Robert Carr gave an outstanding keynote 

presentation, “Digging in Circles,” on his twenty-five years of 

excavating threatened archaeological sites in Miami, including 

his discovery of thirteen circular foundations representing 

ancient towns of Native Tequesta people who once occupied 

what is currently downtown Miami at the mouth of the Miami 

River.  His talk was enthralling and featured many personal 

stories about his experiences while investigating these sites, as  

 

Dr. Robert Carr giving his keynote speech to the banquet attendees. 
 

well as his involvement with the later litigation which occurred 

as a result of the discovery of this important site. 

Dr. George M. Luer received a very well-deserved FAS 

Lifetime Achievement Award (LAA)!  His contributions to Florida 

archaeology have been prodigious and extremely important to 

the field.  He continues to tirelessly and meticulously conduct 

his research and to publish his findings, in addition to helping 

others publish theirs in his role as editor of The Florida 

Anthropologist (TFA).  We would like to sincerely thank Dr. Luer 

for his efforts and wish him many more years of success. 
 

 

Steve Koski (WMS/LSSAS Secretary), Eric Prendergast (FAS 

V-P), Dr. George Luer (TFA editor and LAA awardee), and Dorothy 

Block (asst. ed. of TFA). 
 

Notable Florida painter and artist Theodore Morris was 

the winner of the William C. Lazarus Memorial Award for his 

outstanding contributions to archaeology and anthropology in  
 

 

Past FAS President and FAS Chapter Rep. (SWFAS) Theresa 

Schober (left) and Dr. George Luer (right) presented Theodore Morris 

(center) with the William C. Lazarus Memorial Award. 
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Florida.  Ted graciously shared numerous prints and copies of 

some of his most famous works during the Saturday 

conference, for which we are most grateful. 

The Student Paper Prize went to Hui Xiao (USF), with 

her paper presentation titled, “Ceramic Traditions at the Pierce 

Mounds Complex, Northeastern Florida.”  The Dorothy Moore 

Award of $500 went to University of Florida student Victoria 

Hayes (our May 2025 speaker) for her paper titled, “Shellworks, 

Solstices, and Seasonal Gatherings at the Center Point North 

Site.”  Congratulations to both on their success and hard work!  

On Sunday morning, several conference-goers joined a 

tour of Marie Selby Garden’s (MSG) premier living history 

museum at Historic Spanish Point, in Osprey, led by MSG’s 

Regional Historian John McCarthy.  It was an absolutely 

beautiful day for a stroll around the historic grounds, which 

include a Native American mound complex on Sarasota Bay 

which spanned more than four-thousand years, a late 1800s 

homestead, and the former summer residence of socialite and 

philanthropist Bertha Potter Palmer in the early 1900s.   
 

 

John McCarthy, Marie Selby Gardens Regional Historian, leads the 

tour at Historic Spanish Point  
 

The conference was wonderfully successful, but we could 

not have done it without the tremendous help of all our FAS 

board members, our financial sponsors (Archaeological 

Consultants, Inc., FAC, UWF, MSG, and The Archaeological 

Conservancy), the many individual donors (named in the FAS 

program), the student volunteers and those from WMS/LSSAS 

(specifically Karen Malesky, Kathy Gerace, and Betty 

Dailey-Nugent) who tabled, provided materials, and helped 

on-site, and multiple others who lent a hand to pull off the 

conference!   

April Holmes, Michele Cotty, Rachael Kangas, Bob Gross, 

Eric Prendergast (FAS V-P), and John McCarthy all went the 

extra mile, and their efforts were greatly appreciated.  Steve 

Koski wins MVP for putting everything  together and for keeping  

it all running smoothly, despite some serious A/V challenges 

which we experienced halfway through the afternoon.  Another 

massive thanks is in order to all who made FAS 2026, Punta 

Gorda, a great success by donating their money or time, 

assisting with set-up and tear-down, and/or simply attending!  

You are all what makes FAS a great organization.  
 

BLOOMING ORCHIDS OF LITTLE SALT SPRING: PART 

FOUR                         

In this article, we will discuss the differences between the 

Sacoila lanceolata and Sacoila lanceolata var. paludicola.  

Stay tuned if you enjoyed these articles, as we are planning a 

new series on other species of plants and animals at Little Salt 

Spring soon.  In the next issue we’ll discuss the final orchid 

known at LSS, Spiranthes, likely S. praecox.  References for 

this article were Carlyle Luer’s The Native Orchids of Florida 

(1972) and Paul Martin Brown’s Wild Orchids of Florida (2005). 

To summarize, there are at least 9 terrestrial orchids at 

Little Salt Spring, 6 of which have been featured in previous 

newsletters.  These were: 

Habenaria quinqueseta- native (blooming August-September; in 

September/October 2025 NL)   

Eulophia graminea- non-native (blooming now; in September/ 

October 2025 NL) 

Eulophia alta- native (spiking now; in November/December 2025 

NL) 

Oeceoclades maculata- non-native (leaves present; in November/ 

December 2025 NL) 

Zeuxine strateumatica-non-native (in January/February 2026 NL) 

Habenaria floribunda- native (in January/February 2026 NL) 
 

Other orchid species were observed or speculated upon 

by botanist Craig Huegel, who conducted an in-person survey 

of the property in 2007.   
 

Sacoila lanceolata (leafless beaked orchid) 

S. lanceolata can be found throughout peninsular Florida, 

most often south of Orlando.  It is also found in Central and 

South America, and the West Indies, in both tropical and 

subtropical habitats.  It is often found growing on vacant lots, 

open pastures, and in dry, woody environments.  They can 

amass large colonies of individuals, creating vibrant displays 

along roadsides.  The species is threatened in Florida, due in 

part to widespread herbicide use in its natural habitats and by 

development of the vacant lots on which they propagate.   

They bloom between April and June.  At LSS, four leaf 

clusters of this species have previously produced stalks with 

blooms (spikes with inflorescences).  Two other leaf clusters 

have been noted near one individual, but they have never 

produced a stalk.  Other isolated populations have been noted 

elsewhere in North Port, including on the vacant lots near 

Warm Mineral Springs. 

The spikes normally have 25-30 inflorescences. One 

year, however, a particularly robust specimen at LSS had 42!  

The individuals at LSS are generally of a dusty rose color, with 

the range of variation for the species being described by Luer 

as ranging from “coral to brick.”  Other forms exist which have 

not been noted at LSS or WMS.  These forms can present as 

yellow (S. l. forma folsomii) or as green and white (S. l. f. 

albidaviridis).  Brown noted that individuals of these forms could 
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S. lanceolata near WMS, blooming from the bottom to the top 
 

once be seen in clusters which were along I-75, near Port 

Charlotte, with the yellow and green forms interspersed with the 

more common red S. lanceolata. 

The leaves dry up and fall off prior to the spike being 

produced, hence its common name.  They bloom from the 

bottom up over the course of a week or two, depending on the 

number of inflorescences.  Eventually, they close, also from the 

bottom up, and swell up at the base of the bloom.  These 

swollen pods then dry and break open over the course of 

another week or two, each one releasing millions of 

powder-sized seeds which disperse into the surrounding 

environment on air currents.   
 

Sacoila lanceolata var.  paludicola (leafy beaked orchid) 

This variety of S. lanceolata is very similar to its 

namesake, having formerly been confused with it.  These 

orchids are much more delicate and generally are not as robust 

as S. lanceolata.  The two types share the same blooming 

behaviors, starting from the bottom and moving up, and a 

similar appearance, but they are quite different. 

Unlike S. lanceolata, the leaves are very frequently still 

present at flowering, which occurs between February and 

March.  By April, they are dried up and falling down while the S. 

lanceolata is just beginning to spike.  While S. lanceolata 

prefers full sun, this orchid prefers shady hammocks. 

This orchid produces fewer inflorescences than S. 

lanceolata (5-25; though some individuals at LSS have had 

over 30).  They are generally of a deep red, though there is a 

golden-yellow form (S. l. var. paludicola f. aurea) and a pale 

yellow form (S. l. var. paludicola f. luteoalba) which have not 

been noted at LSS.  Leafy beaked orchids have only been 

discovered in very isolated populations in few places in the 

U.S., all being within Florida.  Dr. Tatiana Arias and her team 

are currently studying these populations, including those at 

LSS.  In November 2025, they recently published their results 

in Orchids magazine, ‘Exploring the Hidden Diversity of the 

 

Sacoila lanceolata var. paludicola at LSS showing nearly all stages of 

the blooming cycle (except seeding) 
 

Terrestrial Orchid Genus Sacoila in Florida,’ by Tatiana Arias, 

Bethany Simpson, John Gange, Fernando Rocha Vento, Sarah 

Wetterer, Michelle Calhoun and Steve Koski.  It is possible that 

this orchid may be able to drop the “variety” designation and 

just become S. paludicola soon! 
 

[A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFOR_MATION MAY BE 

OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 

(800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, 

APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE, Refer To: DTN3938713] 

 

2026 WMS/LSSAS OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT ……..Michelle Calhoun, mlcalhoun35@gmail.com 

VICE PRESIDENT………..Kathy Gerace, dtgerace@gmail.com 

RECORDING SECRETARY..Steve Koski, skoski1044@aol.com 

TREASURER ....................Tim Costin, tcostin@protonmail.com 
 

2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Dennis Backens • Michelle Calhoun • Tim Costin • Betty 

Dailey-Nugent • Kathy Gerace • Steve Koski  • Karen Malesky  

Linda Massey • Joan San Lwin 
 

Newsletter Editor: Michelle Calhoun, mlcalhoun35@gmail.com 

Assistant Editor: Steve Koski, skoski1044@aol.com 

Membership: Michelle Calhoun, mlcalhoun35@gmail.com 

Librarian: Kathy Gerace, dtgerace@gmail.com 
 

Warm Mineral Springs/Little Salt Spring 

Archaeological Society 

P. O. Box 7797, North Port, Florida 34290 

Visit: www.wmslss.org for Society info and past newsletters 
 

   

6 


